Congenital brain tumors: case series and review of the literature.
Congenital brain tumors are rare and make up only 2% of all pediatric central nervous system tumors. We present 12 cases of congenital brain tumors of various histopathologies. Most of these tumors were of astrocytic lineage. One patient was diagnosed before birth with prenatal ultrasound, but the rest were diagnosed after birth owing to increased head circumference. Four patients received adjuvant chemotherapy after surgery. None received radiation therapy. Seven out of 12 (58%) are long-term survivors. Four of these survivors (57%) have significant neurocognitive or psychomotor impairment. Although rare, congenital brain tumors are one of the more common tumors presenting in the perinatal period and generally carry a poor prognosis. Novel therapies are needed to improve efficacy and decrease the devastating side effects of treatment in this age group.